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COMFTROLLER CENERAL O“ THE UNITDD STATES
' Washlngton 25

vt

The Henorable N T
© *The Secretary of Commerce

-

My dear Mre Secretaryz

" Reference is. made to letter dated January 21, 1952 from: the Actlng
" Seeretary of Commerce, requesting a decision in connectlon with the. reim="
bursenent of contemplated travel and transportation expenses of an employee
..of tbe Clv1l JBerongutics Admimistration incident to his separation from
service outside the continental United States under the facts and circum=-
stances hereindfter set forbn. . SR
It appears from the 1nformau10n contained in the letter tHat on
Janugry 3, l9h7, the employee concerned was transferred on a permarent
‘ thangs™ 6? official station from San Francisco,California, to Iondon, England,
! under an informal understanding that at the conclusion of two years! service
! in London he would be retransferred to an official station within the United
States, or elsewhere outsSide of the United States, if he so desired; that
he continuously served at the London post until August 313 1951 mhen he
attained the compulsory retirement age of 70 years; and tha® immediately
following retirement he was reemployed by the Civil Aeronautics Administra-
tion under a temporary appointment of six months——with duty station at
London, England--in order that he might clear up various pending matters
of which he only was cognizant, It is pointed out in the letter that while
there has never existed g written agreement relative to the employeels
travel and transportation incident to the completion of the. rerlod of ser=-
vice agreed upon, nevertheless, to date all of thz informal conditions of
empleymenu have been complied with by both the employee and the Civil Aero= .
nautice Administration.

: In view of the fact that the temporary appointment of the employee will
expire on March 3, 1952, and since the employee has intimated that he msy
accept employment in a country other than the United Stafes and for an em=
ployer other than the United States following the expiration of the said
temporary’ appointment, request is made for a decision as to whether and to
what extent, if any, appropriated funds would be availsble to ray such travel
and transportation expenses as may be incurred by the employee in accepting
such private employment.
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Whatever rights the employee may have with respect to travel and trans-
portation under the circumstances outlined above necessarily must be i'ounded
upon the act of August 2, 1946, 60 State 806, as amended by the act of
September 23y 1950, 6L State 985, vhich provides the authority for anc. the
conditions under which the United States may assume the expenses of travel
and transportation of en employee incident to his completion of an enploye=
ment agreement to render s specified period of service outside the United
States. That statute, as smended, contemplates the return of the . employee
+o the United States within g reasonble time after the completion of cuty
at the overseas station. See 20 Compas Gene 285. Mioreover, there is'ro.
provision therein which would permit the payment to an emplcyees of the con-
structive cost of return travel to his actual place of residence within the
Unitéd States when, in-fact, the employee elects to remain abroad,  See un-

- published decisicns dated January .26, 1951, B-100252, and June 7, 1950,
:B~9L739, copies of vhich are encloseds It follows necessarily that there

is Mg%_w under the cited statute for charging apprapriated funds .
“with any part of vhe travel and transportation expenses thab may be incurred
by the employee concerned should he travel from London, England, his last
officigsl Government station as en employee oT the Civil Aeronautics Adminis-

tration; to some other.point outside of the United States bto accept private

employmente

omers

 'The  question submitted is. ansvered a.gﬁd'cghdingly; -
' .'Sincex'-'éj-ly yours,
' (Signed)  LINDSAY C. WARREN

. Comptroller Ceneral o
.. of the United States
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